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MORE  ABOUT  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
RESOLUTIONS  AND  SCHOLARSHIPS 

by  Kenneth  Jernigan 


As  the  national  convention  approaches, 
we  need  to  talk  about  resolutions  and 
scholarships.   First,  the  resolutions: 

Last  year  we  tried  to  streamline  the  pro- 
cess. We  said  that  if  a  resolution  was  to  be 
considered,  it  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  no 
later  than  two  o'clock  on  Sunday  after- 
noon of  the  convention.  Moreover,  the 
resolution  must  be  in  written  draft  fomi. 
There  seemed  to  be  general  agreement  that 
this  was  a  progressive  step. 

However,  there  are  still  problems,  and 
we  are  instituting  measures  to  try  to  deal 
with  them.  Sometimes  a  resolution  is  given 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  no 
one  is  present  to  explain  why  the  resolu- 
tion is  needed  or  to  negotiate  with  the  Com- 
mittee about  possible  changes  in  it.  Tliis 
leads  to  confusion  and  time  wasting.  There- 
fore, not  only  are  we  continuing  last  year's 
pohcy  of  requiring  that  a  resolution  (if  it  is 
to  be  considered)  must  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  in  written 
draft  form  no  later  than  two  o'clock  Sunday 
afternoon  but  also  that  someone  be  present 
who  can  speak  in  behalf  of  the  resolution 
and  negotiate  concerning  possible  changes 
in  its  wording  and  intent. 

Of  course,  we  will  continue  our  pohcy  of 
not  permitting  the  Committee  to  bottle  up 
a  resolution.  If  the  author  of  a  resolution 
is  not  satisfied  with  the  Committee's  action, 
he  or  she  may  take  the  resolution  directly 
to  the  convention  floor.  The  resolutions 
passed  by  the  convention  are  the  statements 
of  policy  which  determine  the  actions  and 


direction  of  the  organization  for  the  follow- 
ing year.  This  is  why  it  is  so  important  that 
the  resolutions  receive  serious  attention 
and  that  adequate  time  be  allotted  for  their 
discussion  and  debate. 

Now,  let  me  turn  to  the  matter  of 
scholarships.  As  was  announced  in  the 
January  Mnnitoi\  we  will  be  giving  a  Howard 
Brown  Rickard  Scholarship  and  two  Her- 
mione  Grant  Calhoun  Scholarships  at  this 
summer's  convention.  Now,  we  will  be 
adding  the  Melva  T.  Owen  Memorial 
Scholarship.  In  a  letter  dated  November  30, 
1981,  Mr.  Charles  Owen  discussed  the  new 
scholarship : 

Dear  Dr.  Jernigan: 

This  refers  to  my  previous  correspond- 
ence with  Rev.  Howard  May  concerning 
our  wish  to  establish  a  continuing  scholar- 
ship award  to  be  administered  by  the  NFB, 
to  your  letter  of  the  24th,  and  to  our 
phone  conversation  of  today. 

It  is  our  wish  to  offer  a  scholarship  to  a 
worthy  blind  student  each  year,  beginning 
in  1982.  The  amount  of  the  first  scholar- 
ship will  be  $1,000.  All  publicity  will  be 
handled  by  NFB,  and  all  applications  will 
be  sent  to  NFB.  NFB  will  appoint  a 
scholarship  selection  committee  to  deter- 
mine the  successful  apphcant.  The  Tarver 
Fund  will  not  be  involved  in  any  of  this. 

In  selecting  the  student  to  receive  the 
award,  our  guidehnes  in  general  would  be 
no  different  from  those  of  the  Rickard 
scholarships  as  indicated  in  the  application 
blank  for  same  furnished  us  by  Mr.  May: 
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Either  undergraduates  or  graduates  as  long 
as  they  are  working  toward  a  professional 
or  technical  goal;  the  provision  of  evidence 
of  satisfactory  work  to  date  in  that  direc- 
tion; the  submission  of  the  short  essay;  the 
approval  of  the  local  NFB  chapter;  and  the 
like.  We  would  make  no  sex  distinctions, 
and  no  limitations  as  to  field  of  study 
except  that  it  should  not  be  religious  (this 
is  inherent  in  pursuit  of  a  professional  or 
technical  goal,  it  seems  to  me)  since  we  do 
not  want  to  be  drawn  into  discussions  of 
doctrinal  differences  amongst  various  reU- 
gious  students. 

We  do  not  wish  to  be  involved  in  the 
selection  process  and  we  want  to  leave  this 
entirely  in  your  much  more  capable  hands, 
but  we  do  wish  to  receive  copies  of  the 
essay  and  other  material  submitted  by  the 
one  you  select  to  receive  the  award— for 
our  files  and  for  display  to  the  IRS  as  may 
be  necessary. 

We  wish  as  much  pubhcity  given  the 
award  as  possible,  but  its  scope  and  extent 
will  be  up  to  you.  The  award  is  being  made 
in  memory  and  honor  of  my  deceased  wife 
and  so  should  be  called  the  Melva  T.  Owen 
Memorial  Scholarship,  and  the  more  people 
who  know  about  it  the  greater  the  memory 
and  honor,  especially  among  the  hundreds 
of  bhnd  people  who  knew  and  loved  her 
while  she  was  here  with  us. 

Our  present  budget  will  allow  us  to  make 
a  single  grant  of  $1 ,000  each  year.  We  will 
handle  this  in  any  manner  you  suggest,  but 
our  choice  would  be  to  send  our  check  to 
the  NFB  and  have  the  NFB  pay  the  recipi- 
ent. If  our  financial  program  continues  to 
develop  as  we  hope,  we  will  be  able  to 


increase  the  amount  in  the  future.  This 
could  be  either  in  the  form  of  a  larger 
award  to  a  single  appUcant  or  by  dividing  it 
into  two  or  more  separate  awards.  We'll 
discuss  this  further  when  the  time  comes. 
In  the  longer  range  of  planning,  the  money 
available  for  the  awards  likely  will  be  in- 
creased substantially  in  about  10  years  or 
so. 

Please  proceed  with  your  plans  to  an- 
nounce the  availability  of  the  first  Melva  T. 
Owen  award,  and  please  do  make  sure  that 
it  is  made  at  the  Minneapolis  convention 
this  coming  year.  Our  check  will  be  sent  at 
your  request  at  any  time  after  the  begin- 
ning of  1982. 

I  appreciate  the  courtesy  and  help  you 
have  given  us  in  our  plan  to  institute  the 
Melva  T.  Owen  Memorial  Scholarships. 
Your  confirmation  of  the  thoughts  set 
forth  herein  will  serve  to  provide  the  agree- 
ment between  us  for  the  beginning  and 
continuation  of  this  program. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Charles  Owen 
Administrator 


The  Melva  T.  Owen  Memorial  Scholar- 
ship recipient  will  be  selected  by  our  regular 
Scholarship  Committee.  Applications 
should  be  sent  to:  Reverend  Howard  May, 
RFD  2,  Clint  Eldredge  Road,  West  Willing- 
ton,  Connecticut  06279.  For  additional 
infomiation  see  the  January,  198\,  Braille 
Monitor. 
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A  CONTEST,  A  SEMINAR,  AND  A  NEWSLETTER 

by  Susan  Ford  and  Barbara  Cheadle 


We  are  changing  what  it  means  to  be 
blind.  More  opportunities  are  available  to 
blind  adults  than  ever  before.  More  oppor- 
tunities are  available  to  blind  chUdren,  also; 
but  it  is  often  difficult  for  parents  and 
educators  to  learn  of  all  the  resources  avail- 
able and,  therefore,  to  take  advantage  of 
them.  The  NFB  Committee  on  Parental 
Concerns  has  estabhshed  a  newsletter 
which  deals  with  problems  and  their  solu- 
tions for  parents  of  blind  children  and  the 
children  themselves.  Editor  of  the  news- 
letter is  Barbara  Cheadle,  and  the  first  issue 
was  distributed  to  more  than  500  persons 
in  October,  1981.  Following  is  a  list  of 
items  which  appeared  in  the  newsletter: 

A  Message   from   the  President  by  Dr. 

Kenneth  Jernigan 
What  Should  1  Expect  From  My  Child's 

School?  by  Doris  M.  Willoughby 
Myths  and  Facts  About  Blindness-with 

a  short  test 
A  False  Eye  and  a  New  Image  by  Laurie 

Eckery 
Selecting  Toys  for  Your  Blind  Child  by 

Susan  Ford 
College  Funding  for  Bhnd  Students  by 

Reverend  Howard  E.  May 
The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  .  .  . 

We  Are  Changing  What  It  Means  To 

Be  Blind.    With  comments  from  mem- 
bers and  non-members. 
The  Committee  on  Parental  Concerns  by 

Susan  Ford,  Chairperson 
Editor's  Note 

NFB  Membership  Application  Form 
Answers  To  Test  on  Myths  and  Facts 

About  Blindness 


Special    Announcements   About   Tilings 
To  Come 

Newsletter  editor,  Barbara  Cheadle,  has 
produced  an  application  form  to  be  filled 
out  by  anyone  wishing  to  subscribe  on  a 
regular  basis.  The  following  is  part  of  the 
application  form: 

The  NFB  Newsletter  for  Parents  of  Blind 
Children  is  published  quarterly.  There  is  no 
subscription  fee,  ahhough  donations  are 
encouraged  and  appreciated.  The  1981-82 
issues  are  scheduled  for  October.  January, 
April  and  July. 

To  subscribe,  just  fill  out  the  following 
form  and  mail  to: 

Barbara  Cheadle,  Editor 

NFB  Newsletter  for  Parents  of  Blind 

Children 
Box  552 
Jefferson  City,  MO    65102 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


ZIP 


Check  one: 

Parent(s)  / I 

Educator  / I 

Other  /      I 
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Contributions  of  material  to  be  printed  in 
the  newsletter  are  welcome  and  should  be 
sent  to  Barbara  Cheadle.  Contributions  of 
money  to  support  the  newsletter  should  be 
sent  to  Susan  Ford,  1 135  Third  Avenue  East, 
Kalispell,  Montana  59901. 

But  the  newsletter  does  not  have  a  name. 
We  need  your  help  to  choose  one.  The 
Committee  on  Parental  Concerns  is  holding 
a  contest  to  see  who  can  come  up  with  the 
best  name.  The  winner  will  receive  $250  to 
be  presented  at  the  seminar  for  parents  and 
educators  of  blind  children  July  3,  1982,  in 
Minneapolis.  If  you  have  a  good  idea  for 
the  name  of  this  newsletter,  then  you'd 
better  start  making  your  plans  to  come  to 
the  seminar.  If  you  aren't  there,  you  won't 
win.  Another  entry  will  have  to  be  chosen 
as  the  name  of  the  newsletter,  and  someone 
else  will  win  the  prize.  Contest  entries 
should  be  sent  to  Susan  Ford  or  Barbara 
Cheadle  and  should  be  received  by  May  15, 
1982.  But  don't  wait  until  the  first  of  May 
to  enter  the  contest!  Send  us  your  entry  as 
soon  as  you  can  think  it  up.  Only  one 
entry  per  person  will  be  accepted.  Only 
one  winner  will  be  selected,  but  the  winner 
must  attend  the  seminar  or  be  disquahfied. 

That's  right,  there  will  be  a  seminar  for 
parents  and  educators  of  bhnd  children  and 
anyone  else  who  is  interested  on  July  3  at 
the  Leamington  Hotel  in  MinneapoUs  at  the 
beginning  of  next  year's  convention.  The 
NFB  Teachers  Division  and  the  Committee 
on  Parental  Concerns  are  sponsoring  this 
seminar.  It  looks  as  though  the  agenda  will 
be  exciting,  and  attendance  will  be  high. 
This  is  an  opportunity  for  the  Federation 
to  share  with  parents  and  educators  of 
blind  children  our  experience  with  bhnd- 
ness. 

Thirty  years  ago  bhnd  children  attended 
schools  for  the  blind.  Almost  everyone  did. 
In  those  days  some  parents  had  difficulty 


learning  about  the  school  for  the  blind,  and 
some  blind  children  who  had  a  little  vision 
tried  to  function  as  sighted  kids  and  struggle 
through  pubhc  schools.  But  generally 
speaking,  most  blind  kids  were  found  in 
schools  for  the  blind  or  special  resource 
classrooms.  Parents  relied  on  teachers  to 
tell  them  about  bhndness.  It  may  not  have 
been  the  best  system  possible,  but  it  was  a 
system.  Today  half  or  two-thirds  of  aU 
blind  kids  attend  public  schools  in  their 
home  communities.  There  may  or  may  not 
be  a  teacher  who  knows  Braille,  cane  travel 
or  anything  about  bhndness.  Classroom 
teachers,  parents,  school  administrators, 
and  perhaps  a  special  aide  for  the  blind 
child  often  must  do  the  best  they  can  with 
very  Uttle  knowledge  of  bhndness  or  guid- 
ance. The  blind  child  may  never  have  an 
opportimity  to  learn  to  read  and  write 
Braille  or  to  receive  lessons  in  independent 
travel.  The  child  may  never  have  contact 
with  other  blind  individuals  which  means 
he  or  she  develops  the  same  attitudes  about 
bhndness  held  by  parents,  teachers,  and 
friends.  As  Federationists,  we  know  that  it 
helps  a  great  deal  for  a  blind  person  to  be 
told  that  bhndness  need  not  be  what  most 
people  think  it  is-a  terrible  problem  mak- 
ing the  individual  so  different  from  every- 
one else  as  to  be  almost  a  freak.  A  freak  is 
still  a  freak,  even  if  he  or  she  is  considered 
quite  a  talented  freak.  And  far  too  many 
bhnd  children  find  themselves  in  this  situa- 
tion. 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  has 
developed  hterature  for  distribution  to 
parents  and  educators  of  bhnd  children, 
and  these  materials  have  helped  tens  of 
thousands  of  bhnd  people.  But  we  want  to 
do  more,  and  we  can.  The  newsletter  will 
make  it  possible  to  provide  up-to-date  infor- 
mation on  a  continuing  basis.  The  seminar 
on  July  3  will  provide  an  opportunity  for 
parents  and  educators  to  learn  the  things 
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about  blindness  that  we  learned  the  hard 
way. 

Increasingly,  state  affiliates  of  the  Feder- 
ation are  telling  us  that  parents  of  blind 
children  are  expressing  a  need  forinfonna- 
tion  and  support.  The  Federation  (all  of 
us)  must  do  what  we  can  to  meet  that  need. 


No  one  else  will  do  it,  and  we  can  do  a 
great  deal. 

Therefore,  spread  the  word  about  our 
newsletter.  Enter  the  contest  and  help  us 
pick  a  name.  Plan  to  participate  in  the 
seminar  next  summer. 


THE  NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  PARENTS  OF  THE  VISUALLY  IMPAIRED 
VARIATIONS  ON  A  THEME 

by  Sharon  Gold 


The  National  Accreditation  Council  for 
Agencies  Serving  the  Blind  and  VisuaUy 
Handicapped  (NAC)  is  well  known  to 
Federationists  as  the  creature  of  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Bhnd  (AFB).  By 
establishing  NAC,  the  AFB,  in  the  name  of 
accreditation,  has  sought  to  gain  control  of 
every  agency  and  blind  individual  in  this 
country.  Through  the  National  Federation 
of  the  Blind,  we  have  made  our  voices 
heard  and  have  told  NAC  and  the  AFB  that 
we  know  what  they  are  about  and  that  we 
simply  will  not  tolerate  it. 

Being  frustrated  by  their  lack  of  ability 
to  control  the  lives  of  blind  adults,  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  has 
attempted  a  variation  on  the  theme.  They 
are  now  trying  to  gain  control  of  the  blind 
of  tomorrow  through  an  effort  to  organize 
their  unsuspecting  (and  often  uninformed) 
parents.  About  two  years  ago,  the  AFB 
quietly  brought  together  a  small  nucleus  of 
parents  of  blind  children  to  organize  and 
serve  as  officers  for  its  new  venture— the 
National  Association  of  Parents  of  the 
Visually  Impaired  (NAPVI),  which  they 
call  Nap-vee.  These  parents,  most  of  whom 
are  uneducated  concerning  the  activities 
and  philosophy  of  the  AFB  and  NAC,  free- 


ly admit  to  the  relationship  between  the 
AFB  and  NAPVI.  Under  the  leadership 
and  direction  of  the  AFB,  these  few  parents 
formed  a  Board  of  Directors,  lent  their 
names  to  the  preparation  and  pubUcation 
of  some  hterature  (including  two  books 
and  a  quarterly  newsletter),  and  have  now 
set  about  to  broaden  their  horizons  by 
beginning  to  organize  in  several  parts  of  the 
country.  NAPVI's  most  recent  efforts  were 
focused  in  San  Francisco,  as  it  set  its  sights 
upon  organizing  CaUfornia  parents  of  blind 
children  into  a  state-wide  affiliate  with 
local  chapters  of  NAPVI. 

On  Friday  and  Saturday,  October  1 6  and 
17,  1981,  several  CaUfornia  Federationists 
attended  a  workshop  held  by  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Bhnd  and  the  National 
Association  of  Parents  of  the  Visually  Im- 
paired. This  workshop  was  organized  by 
Eileen  Hancock,  the  West  Coast  representa- 
tive of  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind.  The  AFB  sent  two  staff  members 
from  New  York  to  California  and  paid  the 
expenses  of  seven  of  the  twelve  members  of 
the  NAPVI  Board  of  Directors,  so  that 
these  Directors  could  attend  and  actively 
participate  in  the  CaUfornia  meeting.  In 
addition  to  these  persons  (who  made  up 
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approximately  one-quarter  of  those  in 
attendance  at  the  weekend  conference), 
Audrey  Smith,  Director  of  Educational 
Programs  in  Vision  Rehabihtation,  Pennsyl- 
vania College  of  Optometry,  Philadelphia, 
was  sent  to  San  Francisco  to  speak  to  the 
workshop. 

According  to  Lee  Robinson  of  Austin, 
Texas,  President  of  NAPVI  and  a  teacher  at 
the  Texas  School  for  the  Blind  (an  institu- 
tion which  is  currently  seeking  NAC  ac- 
creditation), no  chapters  or  state  affiliates 
of  NAPVI  have  yet  been  fornied.  He  in- 
vited Cahfomia  parents  of  blind  children  to 
organize  and  to  be  the  first  affiliate  of 
NAPVI.  The  Cahfornia  parents  who  were 
in  attendance  (about  eight  in  total)  were 
not  ready  to  commit  themselves  to  be  orga- 
nized and  affiliated.  However,  two  parents 
present  did  agree  to  be  chairpersons  for 
Northern  and  Southern  California  and  to 
work  to  organize  the  parents  in  their  re- 
spective areas.  At  the  prompting  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  repre- 
sentatives and  with  a  promise  of  financial 
assistance  from  AFB  to  those  California 
parents  attending,  a  Southern  Cahfomia 
meeting  was  planned  for  February  of  1982. 

The  October  parents  workshop  was  de- 
voted to  the  child  with  residual  vision.  The 
totally  bhnd  child  was  ignored  and  at  no 
time  was  bUndness  represented  as  anything 
but  tragedy  and  trauma.  Ms.  Smith  set  the 
tone  by  speaking  on  the  necessity  of  visual 
stimulation  for  babies  and  children  with 
residual  vision  and  emphasized  to  those 
parents  and  professionals  in  attendance 
that  damage  is  done  to  children  with  resi- 
dual vision  when  they  are  classified  as 
"bhnd."  As  Federationists,  our  hearts  go 
out  to  these  parents,  who  are  being  led 
down  the  path  by  the  "professionals"  who 
contribute  to  the  stereotype  that  to  be 
bhnd  is  to  be  a  second-class  citizen.  We  are 
saddened    by    the    misconceptions    being 


given  by  the  AFB  and  many  other  agencies 
to  these  families  of  our  young  bUnd  bro- 
thers and  sisters.  Real  damage  will  be  done 
to  these  young  people  unless  their  parents 
can  be  brought  to  join  with  us  to  promote 
positive  attitudes  and  a  living  pliilosophy  of 
pride,  respect,  and  first-class  citizenship  for 
the  bhnd  of  America. 

The  workshop  convened  on  Friday  even- 
ing with  registration,  an  introduction  to 
NAPVI,  and  a  presentation  on  the  im- 
portance of  parental  influence  on  bhnd 
clhldren.  Tlie  evening's  activities  concluded 
with  a  Wine  and  Cheese  Reception.  Satur- 
day morning  began  with  an  infomial  break- 
fast of  coffee  and  sweet  rolls.  Audrey  Smith 
then  spoke  on  "Visual  Stimulation  for 
VisuaHy  Impaired  Children-Techniques 
and  Resources." 

The  next  agenda  item  was  to  have  been 
small  group  discussion  sessions  to  consider 
Social  Services,  Regional  Centers,  and  the 
Cahfomia  Department  of  Rehabilitation. 
Apparently,  the  preregistration  response 
was  poor  making  it  obvious  that  there 
would  be  an  inadequate  number  of  parents 
to  divide  into  three  smah  groups.  There- 
fore, at  the  last  minute,  local  agency  repre- 
sentatives were  invited  to  speak  including 
social  workers  from  the  San  Francisco 
Lighthouse  Children's  Project,  who  spoke 
on  social  services  for  bhnd  children;  a 
representative  from  a  preschool  for  bhnd 
children;  and  a  social  worker  from  a  Cah- 
fornia Regional  Center,  who  spoke  on 
Regional  Center  Services  to  the  multihandi- 
capped  blind  child.  No  one  spoke  on  the 
services  of  the  Cahfomia  Department  of 
Rehabilitation.  In  total,  approximately 
twenty  agency  representatives  from  North- 
em  and  Southem  Cahfornia  were  in  atten- 
dance as  observers  of  the  workshop  and/or 
presenters  on  the  program. 

The  agenda  was  further  revised  because 
several  parents  wished  to  leave  early  and 
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the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
wanted  to  show  a  slide  presentation  while 
the  parents  were  still  present.  The  afternoon 
session,  which  followed  a  luncheon,  includ- 
ed a  panel  discussion  by  a  group  of  parents, 
two-thirds  of  whom  were  NAPVI  Board 
Members.    Many  of  the  attitudes  and  much 


of  the  philosophy  presented  by  this  panel 
appeared  to  alienate  some  of  the  CaUfomia 
parents  who  responded  with  hostility.  The 
workshop  concluded  with  a  discussion  of 
organizing  in  California  and  the  future 
workshop  in  Southern  California. 


TALKING  CALCULATORS 

by  Kenneth  Jernigan 


When  I  first  became  Director  of  the  Iowa 
Commission  for  the  Blind  in  1958,  I  needed 
(or,  at  least,  I  thought  I  needed)  a  calcu- 
lator, which  1  could  use  to  do  such  things 
as  figure  the  percentage  of  federal  funds, 
total  up  the  formula  for  this  or  that,  and 
make  small  numbers  out  of  big  ones.  It 
was  all  very  interesting,  very  impressive  to 
visitors,  and  very  helpful— well,  sometimes. 
But  the  point  to  all  of  this  is  not  to  talk 
about  the  whims  of  state  directors  but  to 
talk  about  calculators. 

In  1958  the  only  calculator  which  I 
found  that  I  could  use  was  made  by  Mar- 
chant.  Of  course,  this  was  before  the  days 
of  the  small  electronic  models,  and  my 
Marchant  was  a  big  desk  model.  It  must 
have  weighed  at  least  fifty  pounds.  At 
least,  that  is  how  it  felt  as  I  lugged  it  about 
from  here  to  yonder.  Above  the  keyboard 
it  had  three  rows  of  little  wheels  with 
Braille  numbers  on  them  for  readout  pur- 
poses. It  was  a  good  machine  and  worked 
as  well  as  other  rotary  calculators  of  that 
day.  In  fact,  since  I  could  examine  three 
lines  of  numbers  simultaneously,  I  hked  it 
in  some  ways  better  than  the  delightfully 
compact  and  serviceable  models  which  are 
now  becoming  available. 

As  time  went  on,  I  must  confess  that  I 


found  myself  using  the  calculator  less  than 
I  had  in  those  first  days  of  novelty,  but  it 
served  a  very  useful  purpose;  and  I  still  had 
it  in  my  office  when  I  left  Iowa  in  1978. 
Somewhere  during  the  sixties  and  early 
seventies  the  rotary  calculator  began  to  give 
way  to  the  electronic  version,  and  Marchant 
stopped  selhng  the  Braille  model.  Science 
for  the  BHnd  turned  out  some  makeshift 
products,  adapting  discarded  print  rotary 
calculators  for  Braille  use,  and  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  tried  the  same 
thing  with  about  the  same  result.  It  worked 
(at  least,  it  sort  of  worked),  but  it  wasn't 
the  electronic  models  of  today;  nor  was  it 
the  smooth  efficiency  of  the  good  old 
Marchant.  Let  it  be  said  here  that  the 
Braille  Marchant  was  the  cadillac  of  the 
rotary  calculator  for  the  blind.  It  should 
have  been.  After  all,  it  cost  almost  a  thou- 
sand dollars  in  pre-1960  American  money. 

All  of  this  is  background  for  seeing  the 
present  in  perspective.  In  the  mid-1 970's 
somebody  or  another  (I  have  even  forgot- 
ten the  name)  brought  out  a  talkmg  calcu- 
lator. By  today's  standards  it  was  quite 
large.  It  was  also  quite  expensive,  costing 
well  over  $2,000.  We  at  the  Iowa  Commis- 
sion for  the  Bhnd  bought  a  few  to  try 
them  out  but  returned  them  because  they 
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didn't  work.  So  far  as  I  know,  the  machine 
is  not  now  on  the  market.  At  least,  if  it  is 
it  must  not  be  selHng  very  well  since  I 
haven't  heard  anything  about  it  for  years. 

Then  came  Telesensory  (TSI).  I  don't 
remember  just  when  TSI  brought  out  its 
calculator,  but  it  must  have  been  some- 
where in  the  mid-seventies.  In  my  opinion, 
it  was  (with  all  of  its  shortcomings)  the 
first  truly  usable  portable  talking  electronic 
calculator.  It  had  (and,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  stUl  has)  a  wacky  keyboard 
arrangement,  and  it  was  vastly  overpriced, 
costing  almost  $400.  The  electronics  and 
the  cost  of  production  didn't  justify  the 
price,  but  the  monopoly  did.  Monopolies 
are  Uke  that— and,  after  all,  it  worked.  It 
was  the  best  calculator  the  bhnd  had  ever 
had,  and  it  was  a  lot  cheaper  than  the  good 
old  Marchant.  Even  at  the  price,  the  bhnd 
snapped  it  up  and  bought  it  by  the  thou- 
sands. However,  the  TSI  calculator  was 
bound  to  be  an  intermediate  step,  a  transi- 
tional machine.  The  day  of  reckoning  was 
inevitable.  The  overpricing,  the  wacky  key- 
board, the  not  quite  portable  size,  and  the 
failure  to  advance  with  new  technology 
were  bound  to  catch  up— and  they  have. 

In  my  opinion,  the  days  of  the  TSI  calcu- 
lator are  gone  forever.  It  takes  its  place 
with  the  Marchant  as  something  remember- 
ed back  there  on  the  road  of  progress 
which  was  left  behind  with  last  year's 
Christmas  cards.  It  would  surprise  me  if 
TSI  ever  sold  another  calculator. 

I  don't  claim  to  be  a  technologist,  and 
there  may  be  calculators  for  the  bhnd  that 
I  don't  know  about;  but  I  travel  all  over  the 
country,  and  I  know  what  bhnd  people  are 
saying— and  generally  what  products  are 
available  to  them. 

When  I  was  in  lUinois  in  1980,  Don  Gill- 
more  told  me  about  the  Cannon  calculator 
which  he  uses.  From  what  I  gather  (I  have 
not  seen  one)  it  is  quite  sophisticated,  is  a 


regular  printing  calculator,  and  talks.  As  I 
understand  it,  this  is  a  regular  desk  model 
electronic  high  quality  Cannon  printing 
calculator  modified  to  talk.  Don  told  me 
that  it  cost  around  $390,  and  I  think  it  is 
probably  a  more  sophisticated  machine 
than  most  of  us  would  care  to  have— too 
costly,  too  complex,  and  too  big:  but  ex- 
tremely valuable  for  those  who  need  and 
want  it. 

There  may  be  other  complex  and  ad- 
vanced talking  calculators  (and  maybe 
some  Braille  ones,  too)  that  I  don't  know 
about;  but  for  me  (and  I  beUeve  for  the 
average  blind  person)  the  real  excitement  in 
the  calculator  business  began  a  httle  over  a 
year  ago  when  we  heard  that  Panasonic  was 
definitely  going  to  bring  out  a  low-cost 
workable  calculator.  Although  the  Feder- 
ation is  not  primarily  in  the  business  of  aids 
and  apphances,  we  made  contact  with 
Panasonic  to  become  a  distributor.  We 
wanted  to  be  sure  that  the  price  to  the 
bhnd  consumer  would  be  kept  as  low  as 
possible,  and  our  experience  with  the  talk- 
ing clock  had  taught  us  that  the  best  way 
to  get  the  job  done  was  to  do  it  ourselves. 
Panasonic  was  long  on  promises  but  short 
on  performance.  For  month  after  month 
they  promised  to  provide  us  with  calcula- 
tors, and  for  month  after  month  they  failed 
to  keep  their  commitments.  Finally,  in  the 
summer  of  1981 ,  we  began  to  get  the  Pana- 
sonic talking  calculator.  We  have  been  sell- 
ing the  machine  for  $100,  and  it  is  far 
superior  to  the  TSI  model  at  four  times  the 
price.  However,  Panasonic  has  not  been 
able  to  work  out  its  distribution  problems 
and  is  so  erratic  in  servicing  its  accounts 
that  one  has  to  wonder  whether  the  Pana- 
sonic is  a  wise  investment  for  the  long  pull. 

There  are,  of  course,  now  new  and  more 
exciting  developments.  Sharp  has  brought 
out  a  hand  held  calculator,  which  is  ex- 
tremely portable  and  a  dehght  to  operate. 
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The  machine  is  five  and  three  quarter  inches 
long,  three  inches  wide,  and  one-half  inch 
thick.  It  shps  easily  into  pocket  or  purse. 

Panasonic  will  be  bringing  out  a  hand 
held  unit  (at  least,  they  say  they  will)  in 
January  of  1 982.  I  have  seen  the  Panasonic 
unit  and  have  worked  with  both  it  and  the 
Sharp.  In  my  opinion,  the  Sharp  is  far 
superior  to  the  Panasonic.  There  is  simply 
no  comparison. 

In  the  first  place  the  Panasonic  is  thicker 
than  the  Sharp,  thus  making  it  bulkier  and 
harder  to  carry  in  pocket  or  purse.  I  didn't 
measure  it,  but  the  Panasonic  must  be  at 
least  two  inches  thick,  maybe  more.  It  is 
just  about  as  long  and  wide  as  the  Sharp. 
The  memory  of  the  Panasonic  erases  when 
the  machine  is  turned  off;  the  memory  of 
the  Sharp  doesn't.  The  Sharp  has  a  square 
root  key;  the  Panasonic  doesn't.  The  Sharp 
has  a  volume  control  and  will  speak  in 
either  words  or  numbers.  Tlie  Panasonic 
lacks  these  features.  I  like  the  voice  of  the 
Sharp  much  better  than  that  of  the  Pana- 
sonic. It  is  clearer.  Further,  the  Panasonic 
injects  unnecessary  words  such  as  "equals" 
into  its  operation,  v/hich  makes  it  more 
cumbersome  than  the  Sharp. 

Sharp  has  always  kept  its  commitments 
to  us  (they  are  the  people  from  whom  we 
get  the  talking  clock),  and  they  tell  us  that 
(beginning  in  December  of  1981)  they  will 
be  able  to  supply  us  with  as  many  of  the 
hand  held  calculators  as  we  want.  We  are 
selling  these  calculators  for  $50  each.  The 
Panasonic  hand  held  calculator  will  sell  for 
something  under  $50,  but  we  have  decided 
not  to  stock  these  units.  We  feel  that  they 
are  so  inferior  to  the  Sharp  tliat  there  is  no 
comparison  and  that  it  would  not  be  worth- 
while to  carry  them. 

In  fact,  we  have  decided  to  discontinue 
selling  any  Panasonic  calculators-even  the 
$100  desk  models  which  we  have  been 
handling.  We  are  doing  this  because  we  feel 


the  Panasonic  product  is  inferior  to  the 
Sharp;  but,  of  equal  importance,  we  feel 
that  Panasonic's  inability  to  service  its 
accounts  and  keep  its  commitments  would 
cause  endless  problems  and  snarls  in  the 
months  ahead.  We  believe  that  the  Pana- 
sonic calculators  will  soon  join  TSI  and  the 
Marchant  in  the  realm  of  might-have-been 
and  used-to-be.  Accordingly,  the  few  orders 
which  we  now  have  on  hand  for  the  Pana- 
sonic desk  model  are  being  returned  to  the 
people  who  sent  them  with  our  recommen- 
dation that  they  consider  the  Sharp  hand 
held  unit.  Of  course,  some  may  wish  to  try 
the  Panasonic.  If  so,  they  may  be  able  to 
find  them  on  the  regular  market  some  time 
during  the  next  few  months.  We  do  not 
plan  to  stock  any  more  of  them. 

The  last  two  or  three  years  have  seen 
many  new  technological  breakthroughs  for 
the  blind,  none  more  exciting  than  the 
pocket  size  talking  calculator  by  Sharp.  I 
carry  one  with  me  constantly  and  I  would 
not  like  to  be  without  it.  There  will  doubt- 
less be  still  further  developments  and  inno- 
vations in  the  calculator  field,  and  I  look 
forward  to  them.  In  the  meantime,  how- 
ever, I  am  happy  with  my  Sharp,  and  I 
beheve  most  other  blind  persons  will  share 
my  feeUng. 

I  also  look  forward  to  breakthroughs  in 
other  areas,  and  I  believe  they  will  be  forth- 
coming. Despite  the  people  who  talk  of 
gloom  and  destruction,  I  believe  the  next 
decade  can  (I  emphasize  the  word  can)  be 
the  most  exciting  and  productive  we  as 
blind  people  have  ever  known.  One  thing  is 
certain :  Whether  in  technology ,  civil  rights, 
or  social  action,  the  Federation  will  con- 
tinue to  be  on  the  cutting  edge  of  the  pro- 
gress. We  who  are  blind  have  fully  come 
into  our  own  as  a  people's  movement,  and 
we  intend  to  keep  it  that  way. 

(Editor's  Postscript:    As  we  go  to  press. 


48 


■    THE  BRAILLE  MONITOR 


our  first  shipment  of  Sharp  calculators  has 
arrived,  and  we  are  mailing  them  out  to 
those  who  have  sent  orders  to  us.  We  can 
fill  orders  immediately ,  and  there  seems 
every  likelihood  that  this  will  continue  to 


be  the  case.  With  respect  to  the  Panasonic 
desk  model  calculator,  we  may  reconsider 
our  position  and  stock  a  few  of  them  if 
there  seems  enough  interest  to  warrant  it.) 


WALKING  THE  MILE  OF  PENNIES 
ONE  FEDERATIONIST'S  PERSONAL  FUNDRAISING  PROJECT 

by  Bean  Hudson 
(Note:  Bean  Hudson  chairs  the  Committee  on  the  Senior  Blind.   She  writes): 


When  the  time  comes  for  the  Honor  Roll 
Call  of  States  and  the  pledges  to  the  White 
Cane  Fund  at  the  1982  national  convention 
in  Minneapolis,  the  dream  of  one  dedicated 
Arkansas  Federationist  will  finally  come 
true.  Mrs.  Alpha  Ennis,  a  member  of  the 
Greater  Little  Rock  chapter,  will  be  able  to 
announce  that  she  has  reached  her  "Mile  of 
Pennies"  and  will  be  presenting  $500  to  the 
tenBroek  Memorial  Fund  and  $500  to  the 
White  Cane  Fund.  Membersof  the  Arkansas 
affiliate  have  been  aware  of  this  project  for 
several  years  and  the  entire  Federation 
should  know  what  hard  work  and  devotion 
has  gone  into  this  personal  project. 

Several  years  ago,  a  member  of  the 
Arkansas  affiliate  came  up  with  the  idea 
that  the  Fort  Smith  chapter  and  the  Little 
Rock  chapter  could  have  a  contest  to  see 
which  could  first  raise  money  which  would 
be  the  equivalent  of  a  mile  of  pennies  laid 
side  by  side.  In  the  Little  Rock  chapter 
members  began  turning  in  their  pennies  and 
other  change  at  monthly  meetings.  As  with 
many  good  ideas,  the  challenge  was  forgot- 
ten, but  the  mile  of  pennies  fund  had  begun. 
Mrs.  Ennis,  who  is  one  of  the  mainstays  of 
the  Arkansas  affiliate,  decided  to  make  it 


her  personal  project  to  ensure  that  the  mile 
was  collected,  and  to  take  it  one  step  fur- 
ther to  the  round  figure  of  $  1 ,000  divided 
evenly  between  the  tenBroek  fund  and  the 
White  Cane  fund. 

It  has  become  traditional  that  no  Little 
Rock  chapter  meeting  can  begin  without 
Alpha's  sales  pitch  on  donating  pennies  and 
on  buying  whatever  articles  she  has  brought 
for  the  cause.  She  sets  up  shop  on  the  head 
table  and  describes  the  sale  items  or  calls 
for  chances  on  an  item  for  raffle  and  wants 
the  members  to  guess  how  many  jellybeans 
are  in  the  jar.  She  has  an  endless  store  of 
craft  items,  plants,  costume  jewelry  and 
trinkets  for  sale.  At  the  national  conven- 
tion she  has  sold  chances  on  a  beautiful 
pillow  and  on  an  afghan  and  has  even  set 
up  a  table  in  the  exhibit  hall  and  sold  her 
items.  The  state  conventions  would  seem 
incomplete  without  her  "Jot  Um  Down 
Store"  as  labeled  by  Searcy  Ewell. 

Federationists  everywhere  could  learn 
from  Alpha's  example.  Pennies  add  up  to 
thousands  of  dollars  and  the  work  of  one 
person  who  is  dedicated  enough  can  make 
it  happen.  Mrs.  Ennis  is  the  most  faithful 
and  active  of  the  Arkansas  membership  and 
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makes  the  rest  of  us  aware  of  what  one  per- 
son's efforts  can  accompUsh.  Think  you 
don't  have  the  energy,  Mrs.  Ennis  is  over  70 
years  old.  You'll  have  to  think  up  another 
excuse.  She  is  an  example  of  the  vitahty 
among  our  older  members  througliout  the 
country  and  of  the  important  role  they 
play  in  our  movement. 

What    will    Alpha    Ennis   do   when   her 
$1,000  goal   is  reached?      That's   simple. 


Alpha  has  already  told  Ralph  Sanders  she 
will  start  on  the  second  thousand. 

(Note:  This  article  is  intended  to  be  the 
first  in  a  series  on  older  Federationists. 
The  Committee  on  the  Senior  Blind  would 
like  all  Federationists  to  be  more  aware  of 
the  contributions  made  by  older  members 
in  the  movement.) 


A  LETTER  AND  AN  OMEN 

by  Kenneth  Jernigan 


For  something  like  two  years  the  Nation- 
al Federation  of  the  Bhnd  has  been  work- 
ing with  the  blind  vendors  of  Tennessee 
and  officials  of  the  state  rehabilitation 
agency  to  improve  the  condition  of  blind 
food  service  operators  in  Tennessee.  In  the 
beginning  the  going  was  rough.  Many  of 
the  vendors  belonged  to  the  American 
Council  of  the  Blind  through  their  member- 
ship in  the  Randolph-Sheppard  Vendors  of 
America,  and  they  had  been  thorouglily 
poisoned  against  the  National  Federation 
of  the  Blind.  They  turned  to  us  because 
they  could  not  find  assistance  elsewhere 
and  because  their  situation  was  becoming 
increasingly  urgent. 

James  Gashel,  our  Director  of  Govern- 
mental Affairs,  went  to  Tennessee  to  see 
what  could  be  done.  Durward  McDaniel, 
the  national  representative  of  the  American 
Council  of  the  Blind,  also  went  to  Tennes- 
see. He  was  present  at  one  of  the  early 
meetings  with  officials  of  the  state  rehabili- 
tation agency.  He  advised  the  operators  to 
cave  in  and  give  up.  Jim  Gashel  advised 
them  to  stand  their  ground  and  negotiate 
from  strength.  Mr.  McDaniel  saw  the  hand- 


writing on  the  wall  and  left  the  meeting. 
Mr.  Gashel  stayed. 

In  the  intervening  months  many  things 
have  happened  to  make  hfe  better  for  the 
bUnd  of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Gashel  and  the 
Committee  of  Bhnd  Vendors  worked  out 
model  rules  and  regulations  for  the  state's 
vending  facility  program,  and  the  rehabili- 
tation officials  of  the  state  (seeing  that  we 
were  determined,  knowledgeable,  and 
reasonable)  negotiated  in  good  faith  and 
worked  with  us  in  partnership.  There  were, 
of  course,  areas  of  disagreement,  but 
through  give-and-take  bargaining  sessions  a 
final  product  was  hammered  out.  It  is  safe 
to  say  that  the  Tennessee  rules  and  regula- 
tions are  the  best  in  the  country,  that  they 
constitute  a  model  for  other  states,  and 
that  they  would  not  have  happened  except 
for  the  work  and  knowledge  and  resources 
of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind. 

Many  of  the  bhnd  of  Tennessee  are  now 
having  second  thoughts  about  continued 
membership  in  the  American  Council  of 
the  Blind.  Some  have  already  withdrawn 
from  ACB  and  joined  the  Federation. 
Others  will  undoubtedly  do  so.    The  state 
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rehabilitation  officials  seem  to  share  with 
us  the  pride  of  what  has  been  done  to 
improve  the  Tennessee  program. 

There  are  still  those  who  try  to  pretend 
that  the  Federation  is  negative  and  destruc- 
tive in  its  approach— that  we  are  unreason- 
ing agency  haters  who  eat  state  directors 
for  breakfast.  The  truth,  of  course,  is 
something  else.  We  work  constructively 
and  harmoniously  with  those  who  are  truly 
interested  in  improving  the  status  of  the 
blind,  and  we  fight  those  who  would  exploit 
us  and  try  to  put  us  down  and  keep  us  out. 
If  an  agency  receives  governmental  funds  or 
pubhcly  contributed  money  for  the  purpose 
of  helping  bhnd  people  and  if  it  does  not 
help  bhnd  people,  then  (as  we  see  it)  it  is 
just  as  guilty  of  misappropriation  as  if  there 
had  been  actual  theft  of  the  money.  We  do 
not  mince  words  about  such  agencies.  We 
try  to  expose  them  for  what  they  are,  and 
we  have  no  apologies  to  make  for  doing  it. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  work  with  equal 
vigor  to  defend  and  strengthen  agencies 
that  act  in  partnership  with  the  bhnd— 
agencies  that  truly  provide  meaningful 
service  and  have  concern  for  the  aspirations 
and  well-being  of  the  people  they  are  es- 
tablished to  serve. 

In  the  fall  of  1980,  when  it  seemed  that 
snags  might  be  developing  in  implementing 
and  putting  into  effect  the  final  draft  of 
the  Tennessee  rules  and  regulations,  Mr. 
Gashel  called  upon  Tennessee's  U.  S. 
Senator  Jim  Sasser  to  look  into  the  matter. 
The  letter  wliich  came  back  from  Sammie 
Lynn  Puett,  the  head  of  Tennessee's  De- 
partment of  Human  Services,  indicates  the 
nature  of  the  relationships  which  now  exist 
in  the  state,  as  well  as  the  constructive 
character  of  the  Federation's  work  in 
developing  the  regulations,  and  also  the 
regard  with  which  the  Federation  is  viewed. 
Mr.  Puett's  communication  was  not  only  a 


letter  but  also  an  omen  of  things  to  come: 

Nashville,  Tennessee 
Decembers,  1980 

Mr.  James  Gashel 

Director  of  Governmental  Affairs 

National  Federation  of  the  Bhnd 

Dear  Mr.  Gashel: 

Senator  Sasser  has  referred  your  letter  of 
November  3,  1980,  to  me  for  reply. 

In  your  letter  to  Senator  Sasser,  you 
expressed  concern  that  the  revised  Licen- 
sing Agreement  and  Business  Enterprises 
Program  Rules,  developed  during  the  month 
of  September  by  the  Joint  Subcommittee 
on  Rules,  would  not  be  implemented. 

The  revised  Agreement  and  Rules  were 
presented  to  me  on  October  14,  1980,  for 
review  and  approval.  I  approved  the  docu- 
ments on  that  date,  without  making  any 
changes  whatsoever,  and  directed  that  they 
be  promulgated  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 
They  are  currently  being  processed  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  State 
Administrative  Procedures  Act  and  will  be 
filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  as  soon  as 
the  various  requirements  of  the  Act  have 
been  met. 

I  was  favorably  impressed  by  the  overall 
quahty,  clarity,  and  fairness  of  both  docu- 
ments and  am  persuaded  that  the  process 
followed  in  their  development  should  serve 
as  a  model  for  future  changes  in  poUcy  and 
administration. 

Staff  directly  involved  in  this  undertaking 
asked  me  to  express  their  appreciation  for 
your  constructive  contribution  to  develop- 
ment of  the  Agreement  and  Rules. 

Smcerely, 

Sammie  Lynn  Puett 

Commissioner 
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FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S  MAILBASKET: 
RISING  EXPECTATIONS 


Leominster,  Massachusetts 
November  23,  1981 

Dear  Dr.  Jemigan: 

First  of  all,  let  me  tell  you  what  a  plea- 
sure it  is  to  return  to  my  home  and  to  work 
again,  following  two  months  of  recuperating 
from  an  automobile  accident  I  was  involved 
in  this  past  August  24.  Since  I  had  to  be 
hospitahzed  for  arm  and  leg  injuries,  as  a 
result  of  that  accident,  along  with  the  result- 
ing therapy  and  recuperation  at  my  par- 
ents' home,  I  had  to  temporarily  curtail  my 
Federation  activities,  including  recruitment 
of  associates.  However,  since  I'm  back  on 
the  track,  I'm  trying  hard  to  make  up  for 
lost  time  by  recruiting  those  associates  like 
crazy. 

So  far,  I  don't  see  Massachusetts  in  the 
top  ten  states  for  the  associates  contest, 
but  we're  getting  up  there.  Also,  Sandy 
Sanderson  may  be  out  to  win  that  contest, 
and  I  know  Ralph  Sanders  has  gotten  off  to 
a  good  start  with  72  brought  in,  as  of  your 
Presidential  Release  68,  but  look  out,  be- 
cause I'll  be  coming  up  the  ranking,  with 
the  intention  of  winning  this  contest. 

Let's  see  if  you  can  add  to  this  first,  or 
what  I  believe  to  be  a  first.  Thanks  to 
amateur  radio,  I  was  able  to  get  the  islands 
of  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket  repre- 
sented, because  each  location  now  has  an 
associate  member.  I  sent  each  of  them  one 
of  our  dog  guide  pamphlets,  along  with  an 
associates  form.  I  only  regret  that  I  didn't 
send  a  "What  is  the  NFB"  brochure  along, 
also.  However,  I  have  put  my  act  together, 
with  the  result  being  that  each  person  I 


recruit  will  get  both  brochures,  included 
with  one  form.  In  some  cases  of  new 
members,  I  write  a  personal  letter  explain- 
ing the  contest  and  why  I  want  to  do  well 
in  it.  I  have  gotten  a  great  response  so  far; 
let's  hope  that  continues. 

I  also  have  the  complete  roster  of  my 
fellow  Middlesex  Amateur  Radio  Club 
members  in  Braille,  and  have  already  sent 
information  packets  to  a  few  of  the  mem- 
bers. A  letter  explaining  our  contest  has 
been  submitted  to  the  editor  of  our  Ama- 
teur Radio  Club  newsletter,  for  inclusion  in 
a  forthcoming  issue.  David  Whelan,  from 
the  Christian  Science  Center  in  Boston,  has 
already  signed  up,  after  I  met  him  recently 
(only  two  days  ago).  As  you  have  guessed, 
we're  moving  forward,  and  will  keep  on 
keeping  on. 

I  know  that  the  Bear  has  spoken,  and 
that  Ralph  has  spoken,  and  that  everyone 
else  has  spoken.  But  it's  about  time  I  im- 
prove my  showing  in  this  contest.  This  will 
be  done,  because  all  we  do  in  recruiting  of 
these  associates  is  part  of  pubUc  relations 
of  the  organization.  The  more  members  all 
of  us  can  recruit,  the  more  our  message  can 
be  spread  throughout  the  land,  and  the 
lugher  up  we  can  climb  on  the  stairway  to 
independence  and  first-class  citizenship. 

It  may  seem  crazy  for  me  to  start  doing 
better  in  this  contest,  all  of  a  sudden.  But  I 
realize  that  my  lack  of  recruitment  means 
lack  of  PR,  since  I'm  the  PR  officer  for  our 
Nashoba  Valley  chapter.  It  also  would 
mean  lack  of  fundraising,  which  would 
mean  lack  of  opportunity  to  remodel  the 
National  Center,  and  do  all  the  other  things 
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we  are  trying  to  do  to  make  life  better  for 
all  blind  people.  Let's  see  if  we  can  get 
others  to  do  the  same,  or  do  better. 

We  know  who  we  are,  and  we  will  never 


go  back. 


Yours  in  associate  recruitment 
Paul  Burkhardt 


UNITED  AIRLINES  UNDERLINES  NEW  POLICY  CONCERNING  DOG  GUIDE  USERS 


For  many  years  United  Airlines  has  run 
radio  and  television  commercials  empha- 
sizing the  theme  "The  Friendly  Skies  of 
United."  For  almost  as  long,  the  blind 
have  found  that  theme  an  irony  and  a  bit- 
ter joke.  However,  things  have  changed, 
and  the  claim  may  well  be  in  the  process  of 
becoming  reality.  At  long  last,  the  skies  of 
United  would  seem  to  have  turned  "friend- 
ly" for  the  bhnd. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Bhnd  has  helped  make  it 
happen.  Particularly,  Sharon  Gold  (the 
President  of  the  CaUfornia  affiliate)  has 
helped  make  it  happen.  The  correspond- 
ence is  self-explanatory,  and  the  results 
once  again  provide  an  answer  to  the  question 
"why  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind." 
Persistence,  determination,  clarity  of  pur- 
pose, and  good  will.  All  are  evident  in  the 
letters,  and  all  are  important  ingredients  in 
the  formula  of  Federation  action.  Here  is 
how  it  happened : 

Lancaster,  CaUfornia 
December  1,  1981 

Mr.  Robert  Morgan 
Consumer  Representative 
Office  of  the  President 
United  Airlines 

Dear  Mr.  Morgan: 

On  May  5,  1981,  I  wrote  to  Richard 
Ferris,   Chief  Executive   Director,   United 


Airhnes,  regarding  the  refusal  of  United 
Airhnes  officials  to  allow  Ms.  Linda  O'Neal 
aboard  FUght  343  in  Monterey,  CaUfornia, 
on  April  9,  1981 ,  solely  because  Ms.  O'Neal 
is  bUnd  and  was  accompanied  by  a  dog 
guide.  As  my  letter  explained.  United  Air- 
hnes was  in  violation  of  CaUfornia  law 
when  its  personnel  prevented  Ms.  O'Neal 
from  boarding  the  aircraft  on  which  there 
were  available  seats  using  the  excuse  the 
bulkhead  seats  were  filled. 

Mr.  Ferris  passed  my  letter  to  you  for 
action  and,  after  some  correspondence  and 
several  telephone  conversations,  on  June  22, 
1981 ,  Norm  Edwards,  City  Manager,  United 
Airlines,  Monterey,  CaUfornia,  wrote  Ms. 
O'Neal  a  letter  of  apology  (copy  enclosed) 
in  which  he  said  that  "We  were  clearly 
wrong  in  not  accomodating  you  Ms. 
O'Neal  .  .  ."  Included  with  this  letter  was  a 
copy  of  the  United  Airlines  pohcy  state- 
ment of  4/29/81  and  an  explanation  by  Mr. 
Edwards  that  a  change  had  been  made 
12/30/80  in  the  United  Airlines  poUcy  with 
respect  to  bUnd  passengers  accompanied  by 
dog  guides. 

Despite  United  AirUnes  change  in  poUcy 
and  Mr.  Edwards'  letter  of  apology  to  Ms. 
O'Neal,  United  AirUnes  personnel  handUng 
passengers  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air 
continue  to  be  unaware  of  your  poUcy 
change  and  therefore  fail  to  comply  with 
CaUfornia  law. 

Accompanied  by  her  dog  guide,  Patricia 
Neumeyer    of   Santa    Barbara,   CaUfornia, 
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flew  United  Airlines'  afternoon  flight  from 
Santa  Barbara  to  San  Francisco  on  August 
20,  1981.  Assigned  to  an  unrequested 
bulkhead  seat,  Ms.  Neumeyer  reports  that 
she  explained  that  she  knew  there  was  a 
change  in  United  Airlines'  poUcy  and  in- 
quired if  the  United  AirUnes  officials  would 
be  so  kind  as  to  look  up  the  regulation  so 
that  she  could  occupy  an  available  non- 
bulkhead  seat  which  was  of  her  choosing, 
rather  than  the  bulkhead  seat  into  which 
she  was  being  forced.  According  to  Ms. 
Neumeyer,  she  was  curtly  informed  that 
whatever  the  United  Airlines  pohcy  change 
may  be  was  irrelevant  since  it  was  up  to  the 
flight  crew  as  to  what  rules  would  be  fol- 
lowed and,  in  this  case,  where  she  would 
sit.  On  the  afternoon  of  September  3, 
1981,  Ms.  Neumeyer  returned  to  Santa 
Barbara  from  San  Francisco  on  a  United 
Airlines  flight.  Ms.  Neumeyer  reports  that 
she  was  once  again  forced  to  sit  in  a  bulk- 
head seat. 

On  November  18,  1981,  Walter  Cone  of 
Concord,  CaUfomia,  travelled  from  New 
York  to  San  Francisco  on  United  Airlines 
Flight  25.  Mr.  Cone  wished  to  be  seated  in 
the  smoking  section  of  the  aircraft  but  was 
forced  into  bulkhead  seating  in  the  non- 
smoking section  because  he  was  blind  and 
accompanied  by  a  dog  guide.  When  Flight 
25  was  airborne,  Mr.  Cone  took  an  unoc- 
cupied seat  in  the  smoking  section  of  the 
aircraft  so  that  he,  like  other  passengers 
wishing  to  smoke,  could  enjoy  his  right  to  a 
cigarette.  I  am  advised  that  although  this 
change  of  seating  caused  no  discomfort  to 
any  of  the  passengers,  the  Flight  Captain 
entered  the  cabin  and  caused  such  a  scene 
about  Mr.  Cone  sitting  in  a  non-bulkhead 
seat  with  his  dog  guide  that  Mr.  Cone  re- 
linquished his  right  to  smoke  and  returned 
to  the  bulkhead  seating.  Mr.  Cone  says  the 
Flight  Captain  was  apparently  uninformed 
about  any  change  in  United  Airlines  poUcy, 


and  refused  to  discuss  the  matter  with  Mr. 
Cone. 

Section  54.1(a)  of  the  Cahfomia  CivU 
Code  provides  that  blind  persons  "shall  be 
entitled  to  full  and  equal  access,  as  other 
members  of  the  general  public,  to  accomo- 
dations, advantages,  facilities,  and  privileges 
of  all  common  carriers,  airplanes  .  .  ."  and 
Section  54.2(a)  further  provides  that  such 
blind  persons  "shall  have  the  right  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  guide  dog  .  .  .  especially 
trained  for  the  purpose,  in  any  of  the  places 
specified  in  Section  54.1  ..."  Tlierefore, 
denying  Ms.  Neumeyer  and  Mr.  Cone  equal 
access  to  seating  aboard  aircraft  is  a  viola- 
tion of  California  statutes  pertaining  to  the 
rights  of  blind  citizens.  I  am  enclosing  a 
copy  of  the  California  statutes  pertaining 
to  the  blind  and  disabled  as  compiled  and 
published  by  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind,  Western  Division. 

We  respectfully  request  your  immediate 
attention  to  this  matter  and  a  reply  to  this 
letter. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Sharon  Gold,  President 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind, 
Western  Division 


Chicago,  Illinois 
December  9,  1981 

Ms.  Sharon  Gold 

President 

National  Federation  of  the  Bhnd 

Western  Division 

Dear  Ms.  Gold: 

Thank  you  for  writing  us  again.  I  share 
your  concern  for  the  disservice  you  report 
in  connection  with  Patricia  Neumeyer's  and 
Walter  Cone's   travel   on   United.      Please 
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accept    and   extend   to   them   our  sincere 
apologies. 

I  can  only  reiterate  what  we've  previous- 
ly said  about  passenger's  guide  dogs.  The 
passenger  may  be  seated  anywhere  in  the 
appropriate  class  of  service.  Tlie  guide  dog 
must  sit  or  lie  at  its  master's  feet.  We'll 
share  your  message  with  the  right  people 
here  at  United.    Your  report  will  serve  as  a 


timely  reminder  of  our  own  pohcy  and  the 
law  involved. 

We  appreciate  your  interest  in  this  matter 
on  behalf  of  the  blind  and  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Bhnd. 

Sincerely, 
Robert  W.  Morgan 
Consumer  Representative 


NAC  BARKS  UP  THE  WRONG  TREE: 
SHELTERED  SHOPS  MUTINY,  AAWB  BALKS,  AND 
GUIDE  DOG  SCHOOLS  WON'T  GET  INTO  HARNESS 


NAC  (the  National  Accreditation  Council 
for  Agencies  Serving  the  Bhnd  and  Visually 
Handicapped)  opened  up  shop  in  1966— 
more  than  fifteen  years  ago.  It  confidently 
predicted  that  a  majority  of  the  four  or  five 
hundred  potentially  eligible  agencies  in  the 
country  would  soon  be  accredited.  It  wrote 
its  "standards,"  issued  its  press  releases, 
and  confidently  sat  back  to  await  the  apph- 
cations  for  accreditation.  But  something 
went  wrong.  It  didn't  happen  that  way. 

NAC  has  never  had  as  many  as  even  a 
hundred  agencies  accredited,  and  now  it  is 
evident  that  the  effort  has  peaked  and  the 
NAC  perimeter  is  shrinking.  In  fact,  at  the 
November  13  -  14,  1981,  NAC  meeting  in 
Atlanta,  NAC  was  told  by  its  Commission 
on  the  Advancement  of  Standards  that  it 
must  either  find  both  sticks  and  carrots  to 
offer  to  the  agencies  or  face  ultimate  failure. 
It  was  suggested  that  attempts  be  made  to 
condition  the  receipt  of  federal  funds  by 
agencies  in  the  field  on  NAC  accreditation, 
and  George  Mertz  (Executive  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  National  Industries  for  the  Blind) 
announced  in  his  banquet  speech  that  NIB 


would  help  pay  the  costs  of  NAC  accredita- 
tion for  any  sheltered  shop  that  was  willing 
to  sign  up.  This  announcement  by  Mr. 
Mertz  is  all  the  more  significant  in  view  of 
the  fact  that,  in  a  recent  survey,  a  majority 
of  the  workshops  polled  said  that  they 
would  not  accept  NAC  accreditation  even 
if  it  were  absolutely  free. 

Then,  there  is  the  matter  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  was  presented  to  the  American 
Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  in 
Toronto  last  summer.  Surely  if  NAC  could 
expect  support  anywhere,  it  could  expect  it 
from  AAWB.  Yet,  the  resolution  was  de- 
feated : 

THE  AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF 
WORKERS  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

Resolution  81-1 


WHEREAS,  the  performance  of  an  indi- 
vidual or  organization  against  recognized 
standards  for  quahty  of  service  is  a  com- 
mon and   necessary  practice  within  most 
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professions  established  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  human  needs,  and 

WHEREAS,  consumers  seeking  services 
can  be  reasonably  assured  of  the  quahty  of 
the  service  they  will  receive  if  the  individual 
or  organization  they  are  dealing  with  has 
been  licensed,  certified  or  accredited  by  the 
appropriate  process  estabhshed  for  each 
service  area,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  field  of  bhndness  has 
been  one  of  the  few  exceptions  to  this  pro- 
cess, and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  only  since  the  estabUsh- 
ment  of  the  National  Accreditation  CouncU 
for  Agencies  Serving  the  Blind  and  Visually 
Handicapped  in  1967  that  the  standards 
and  accreditation  process  has  had  any  im- 
pact on  the  service  delivery  system  in  the 
field  of  bhndness,  and 

WHEREAS,  NAC  has  made  a  significant 
contribution  to  the  maintenance  of  high 
standards  for  quahty  of  service  to  blind 
persons  served  by  NAC  accredited  agencies, 
and 

WHEREAS,  NAC  was  created  as  a  result 
of  the  COMSTAC  report  which  involved 
hundreds  of  persons  in  service  to  the  bUnd, 
and 

WHEREAS,  accreditation  is  the  only 
way  that  funding  agents  can  be  assured  that 
their  support  of  services  for  blind  persons 
will  achieve  the  purposes  for  which  the  sup- 
port is  given,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  accreditation  process  is 
an  opportunity  for  a  school  or  agency  to 
evaluate  their  entire  program  and  use  it  to 
make  constructive  adjustments  in  their 
staffing  and  programming,  and 

WHEREAS,  no  agency  or  school  can 
claim  it  is  offering  the  best  possible  service 
without  an  accreditation  yardstick  by 
which  it  can  be  measured,  and 

WHEREAS,  accreditation  rigorously 
tests  the  professionahsm  and  competency 
of  individuals  working  within  an  accredited 


school  or  agency,  and 

WHEREAS,  we  are  committed  to  the 
highest  quahty  of  service  to  bhnd  persons, 
now 

THEREFORE  BE  IT RESOL  VED  that: 

1 )  AAWB  reaffirms  its  moral  and  finan- 
cial support  of  accreditation  process  through 
the  National  Accreditation  CouncU 

2)  that  each  professional  in  AAWB 
affirm  and  support  accreditation  programs 
for  bhnd  persons  through  the  National 
Accreditation  Council 

3)  that  the  provision  of  public  funds 
(Federal  and  State)  to  voluntary  agencies 
serving  blind  persons  be  conditioned  on 
such  agencies  being  in  the  process  of  achiev- 
ing or  having  achieved  accreditation  through 
the  National  Accreditation  Council 

4)  that  consumers  and  providers  to- 
gether urge  the  agencies  with  which  they 
are  associated  to  seek  accreditation  througli 
the  National  Accreditation  Council  with  aU 
deliberate  speed. 


It  must  be  said  again  that  the  resolution 
did  not  pass.  It  was  defeated.  Why?  Was 
it  because  the  AAWB  members  knew  in 
their  hearts  that  accreditation  (NAC  style) 
does  not,  despite  the  claims  of  the  resolu- 
tion, "rigorously  test  the  professionahsm 
and  competency  of  individuals  workmg 
within  an  accredited  school  or  agency?" 
Was  it  because  they  did  not  want  federal 
funds  conditioned  upon  NAC  accreditation? 
Was  it  because  they  sensed  that  the  NAC 
ship  was  sinking  and  did  not  want  to  go 
down  with  it?  Was  it  because  many  of 
them  are  sincere  in  their  work  and  simply 
could  not  bring  themselves  to  vote  for  such 
a  travesty?  Whatever  the  reason,  they  did 
not  vote  for  it,  and  the  resolution  failed. 

But  there  is  more -much  more!  There  is 
the  matter  of  the  dog  guide  schools.    Ap- 
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parently  they,  too,  have  had  enough. 
Under  date  of  October  15,  1981,  Tom 
Stevens  (Director  of  state  programs  for  the 
blind  in  Missouri)  sent  out  a  memorandum: 


October  15,  1981 


TO: 


Dog  Guide  Schools 


FROM:     Charles  T.  Stevens, 

Deputy  Director,  DFS, 
Bureau  for  the  Bhnd 

It  has  come  to  my  attention  recently 
that  the  National  Accreditation  Council  has 
suggested  to  the  various  dog  guide  training 
facilities  that  accreditation  is  appropriate. 
I  have  no  argument  with  accreditation  as 
such,  but  I  have  very  strong  reservations 
about  accreditation  with  the  National  Ac- 
creditation Council,  based  on  their  past 
performance.  I  feel  relatively  certain  that 
you  have  been  aware  of  the  problems 
which  have  existed  with  accreditation  by 
NAC  regarding  agencies  for  the  blind.  If 
you  are  not  aware  of  those  problems,  please 
advise  and  I  will  make  the  information 
available  to  you  immediately. 

In  essence,  the  Council  sets  forth  a  num- 
ber of  standards,  all  of  which  sound  very 
good.  They  put  together  a  team  which 
visits  and  makes  recommendations.  I  have 
personally  discussed  those  visits  and  sub- 
sequent results  with  several  persons  who 
have  been  involved  on  those  teams.  Those 
persons  have  indicated  a  very  strong  dismay 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  findings  which 
they  developed  and  the  recommendations 
which  they  made  did  not  appear  in  any  of 
the  final  reports.  The  individuals  making 
these  observations  were  directors  of  agencies 
for  the  bhnd  and  must  be  considered  highly 
knowledgeable  in  their  field.  Accordingly, 
it  gives  me  great  pause  when  I  realize  that 
NAC   has    said    one    thing   and    deUvered 


another.  In  other  words,  their  policy  in  the 
past  has  been  to  evolve  a  "whitewash"  job. 

In  addition,  a  number  of  the  agencies 
which  NAC  has  accredited  have  been  in- 
volved in  numerous  violations  of  moral  and 
fiscal  mtegrity.  Those  violations  include 
physical  abuse  of  workers  and  of  chents,  an 
inaccurate  and  inappropriate  accounting  of 
funds,  and  exploitation  of  their  client 
population.  Yet,  to  my  knowledge,  NAC 
has  taken  no  action  to  disciphne  or  suspend 
those  to  whom  they  have  extended  accredi- 
tation and  wherein  these  improprieties  have 
been  noted.  Therefore,  I  must  conclude 
that  serious  question  arises  regarding  ac- 
creditation with  NAC  and  suggest  to  you 
that  you  do  an  in-depth  investigation  of  the 
feasibility  of  accreditation  with  NAC  before 
you  actively  pursue  their  accreditation. 

1  stand  prepared  to  assist  you  in  any  way 
possible  in  the  resolution  of  a  problem 
which  can  pose  a  serious  dilemma. 


The  Stevens  memorandum  was  sent  out 
October  15,  and  the  answers  were  not  long 
in  coming.  They  were  quick  and  to  the 
point : 

Rochester,  Michigan 
October  20,  1981 

Dear  Mr.  Stevens: 

Have  no  fear-Leader  Dogs  for  the  Bhnd 
has  no  intention  of  seeking  accreditation. 
As  you  may  have  heard.  Leader  Dogs 
worked  with  The  Seeing  Eye  and  Guide 
Dogs  for  the  Blind  of  Cahfornia  to  estabhsh 
what  we  thought  were  good  guidelines  for 
accreditation.  When  the  papers  came  back, 
after  suffering  revisions  by  the  committee 
of  "experts,"  we  could  not  recognize  our 
efforts. 

The  three  major  schools  agreed  we  have 
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our  own  accreditation  program  based  on 
reality.  At  any  rate  we  do  not  need  outside 
help  and  we  do  understand  the  situation. 

Thanks  for  your  reminder  of  October 
1 5th.  It  does  bolster  our  reasoning  and  we 
do  agree  with  you. 

Sincerely  yours. 

LEADER  DOGS  FOR  THE 
BLIND 

Harold  L.  PockUngton 

Executive  Director 


Forest  Hills,  New  York 
October  21,  1981 
Dear  Mr.  Stevens: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  October 
15th. 

For  too  long  a  period  of  time,  we  have 
shared  many  of  your  concerns. 

We  recently  dispatched  a  letter  to  the 
National  Accreditation  Council  to  offer  our 
assistance  in  modifying  and  updating  their 
program  of  accreditation. 

We  appreciate  where  you're  coming  from, 
share  your  concern,  and  look  forward  to 
helping  in  any  way  we  possibly  can. 

Sincerely, 
Emest  M.  Swanton 
Executive  Director 
GUIDE    DOG    FOUNDATION 
FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 


Morristown,  New  Jersey 
October  26,  1981 

Dear  Mr.  Stevens: 

I  have  your  October  1 5th  memo  address- 


ed to  dog  guide  schools.  The  National 
Accreditation  Council  encouraged  The 
Seeing  Eye  to  seek  accreditation.  Since  my 
appointment  as  executive  vice  president  of 
The  Seeing  Eye  in  1975,  I  have  taken  the 
position  that  The  Seeing  Eye  will  be  in 
favor  of  accreditation  at  a  point  in  time 
when  there  is  consensus  by  all  of  the  leading 
dog  guide  schools  that  accreditation  is 
valuable. 

To  date,  there  seems  Uttle  interest  on 
behalf  of  the  major  dog  guide  schools  that 
accreditation  by  NAC  or  any  other  group  is 
appropriate  at  this  time. 

Thank  you  for  your  views  and  for  your 
courtesy  in  sharing  them  with  me. 

Most  Sincerely  yours, 
Stuart  Grout 
Executive  Vice  President 
THE  SEEING  EYE,  INC. 


In  the  face  of  such  opposition  NAC 
covered  its  nakedness  and  retreated  with  as 
much  dignity  as  it  could  muster.  At  its 
Atlanta  meeting  it  announced  that  there 
seemed  httle  point  in  continuing  with  stand- 
ards for  dog  guide  schools  at  the  present 
time. 

The  NAC  fleet  sails  in  stormy  waters.  Its 
numbers  diminish,  and  it  maneuvers  to 
postpone  the  disaster  which  draws  ever 
closer.  It  is  clear  that  the  day  of  reckoning 
is  at  hand.  What  began  as  a  joyous  proc- 
lamation of  victory  is  ending  in  a  whimper 
of  defeat  and  bitterness. 
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RICK  AND  SANDY  KELLY  HAVE  A  CHANCE  TO  DO  SOME  EDUCATING 


The  Morse  Chain  Company  of  Denver, 
Colorado,  is  a  subsidiary  of  Borg/Warner. 
It  publishes  a  monthly  newspaper  called 
Chip  Chatter.  The  November,  1 98 1 ,  edition 
carries  an  article  of  special  interest  to  Feder- 
ationists: 

MORSE  EMPLOYEE  IN  THE  NEWS 

by  Diane  Dichter 


Some  of  you  may  have  noticed  a  TV 
crew  in  the  plant  on  Thursday,  November 
12.  Channel  9  was  here  filming  one  of  our 
employees  for  a  human  interest  story. 
Rick  Kelley.  1st  shift  small  drill  operator 
was  the  focus  of  their  interest.  I  was  curious 
and  thought  you  would  be  too,  as  to  what 
this  was  all  about  and  how  Rick  felt  about 
it.  Most  of  what  follows  is  a  loose  transla- 
tion of  Rick's  thouglits. 

Channel  9's  purpose  is  to  put  together  a 
human  interest  story  on  the  handicapped 
working  and  living  in  the  community— going 
about  their  normal  routine.  Although  Rick 
and  his  wife  Sandy  are  blind,  the  program 
will  not  focus  only  on  the  bUnd.  Rick 
doesn't  know  exactly  what  the  program 
will  be  like  in  its  final  fonn,  how  long  it 
will  be  or  how  much  of  the  film  they  shot 
of  him  and  his  family  will  be  left  in,  but  he 
hopes  that  it  won't  turn  out  to  be  a  "pity 
the  poor  handicapped"  kind  of  program. 
He'd  like  to  show  that  the  handicapped  live 
and  work  in  the  community  as  successfully 
as  anyone  else. 

The  Channel  9  crew  spent  a  total  of  1  OVi 
hours  with  Rick  and  his  wife,  Sandy.  They 
filmed  Rick  at  work  here  and  Sandy  at  her 


job  as  a  medical  secretary  at  St.  Luke's. 
They  followed  Sandy  home  from  work  on 
the  bus  and  filmed  Rick  picking  up  their 
son  Brent  at  pre-school.  They  filmed  while 
they  prepared  dinner,  they  filmed  while 
they  ate  and  they  filmed  while  they  played 
with  their  son.  In  short,  they  followed 
them  around  all  day. 

When  I  asked  Rick  why  he  was  willing  to 
give  up  a  big  chunk  of  his  time  and  a  lot  of 
his  privacy  he  told  me  it  was  his  goal  to 
educate  society  to  try  to  eUminate  preju- 
dice. Society  tends  to  think  of  the  bhnd  as 
unable  to  maintain  a  normal  Uving  and 
working  situation,  as  a  passive  subordinate. 
Surveys  show  bhndness  is  the  second  most 
feared  "disease"-second  only  to  cancer. 
Rick  feels  good  about  his  life  and  what  he's 
been  able  to  accomplish.  He  feels  that  he  is 
not  exceptional  or  amazing— just  an  average 
human  being  who  happens  to  be  bhnd. 

"Blindness  is  not  the  handicap.  The 
handicap  is  the  label  which  society  has  put 
on  the  blind." 

The  blind  are  hmited,  not  by  their  bhnd- 
ness, but  by  what  society  thinks  their  limi- 
tations are. 

It  is  important  to  Rick  to  break  down 
these  hmitations  by  cooperating  in  putting 
together  films  such  as  this  one,  as  well  as 
working  for  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Bhnd.  It  is  his  hope  to  bring  this  message 
especially  to  potential  employers.  70%  of 
the  employable  bhnd  are  out  of  work,  not 
because  they  can't  or  don't  want  to  work, 
but  because  employers  fear  they  can't. 
Rick  has  proved  them  wrong  daily  and  he  is 
not  the  exception. 

We  win  keep  you  posted  on  when  this 
program  will  air. 
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ILLINOIS  CONVENTION 


"The  Blind  at  the  Crossroads"  was  the 
theme  as  over  a  hundred  Federationists 
gathered  in  Effingham,  the  crossroads  of 
Ilhnois,  for  the  thirteenth  annual  NFB  of 
Illinois  convention  during  the  weekend  of 
September  11-13,  1981.  We  came  to  the 
convention  from  across  the  state  and  from 
as  far  away  as  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Prairie  State  Chapter  ably  handled 
Friday  evening  registration  and  Peter  Grun- 
wald  conducted  a  spirited  resolutions  com- 
mittee meeting. 

The  first  business  session  began  right  on 
time  Saturday  morning  with  greetings  from 
the  Mayor  of  Effingham.  Then,  Ralph 
Sanders  brought  us  up  to  date  on  the  activi- 
ties of  the  movement  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 

During  the  past  year,  we  have  worked  to 
improve  protection  for  dog  guide  users  and 
to  bring  about  reforms  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Rehabilitation  Services  through 
separate,  identifiable  programs  for  the 
bhnd  with  a  clear-cut  budget  and  lines  of 
authority .  Peter  Grunwald ,  legislative  chair- 
man, informed  us  that  we  were  successful 
with  the  changes  in  the  dog  guide  law  but 
we  still  have  a  long  way  to  go  to  improve 
state  rehabilitation  services. 

Since  people  at  the  crossroads  chose 
their  paths  based  on  the  information  they 
have,  it  was  particularly  appropriate  that 
we  heard  from  two  Radio  Reading  Services 
and  the  head  of  the  Regional  Library  for 
the  Blind. 

The  Saturday  afternoon  session  showed 
that  we  have  begun  to  turn  the  comer  on 
the  employment  of  blind  persons.  Sharlene 
Czaja,  our  energetic  and  capable  JOB  co- 
ordinator, reported  on  the  work  of  the  past 


year.  We  also  heard  from  four  Federation- 
ists whose  jobs  are  helping  us  on  the  road 
to  first-class  citizenship.  Dave  Meyer  is  a 
music  therapist  with  Trainable  Mentally 
Handicapped  students  in  a  suburban  Chicago 
school  system.  Pat  Wahhoff  is  an  informa- 
tion receptionist  for  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration.  Tony  Burda  is  a  registered 
pharmacist  and  a  Poison  Information  Spe- 
ciahst  for  Rush  Presbyterian  St.  Luke's 
Medical  Center.  Tony  attended  pharmacy 
school  as  a  bhnd  person;  it  took  a  two-year 
court  battle  for  him  to  receive  his  hcense, 
although  he  was  one  of  the  top  candidates 
in  his  class.  Harold  Palash  is  a  production 
worker  for  the  Visually  Handicapped  Work 
Center  of  Galesburg.  He  told  of  frequent, 
unpaid  layoffs  and  supervisors  who  do  not 
really  believe  in  bhnd  people.  Harold  re- 
fuses to  accept  his  situation  without  work- 
ing through  the  Federation  to  improve 
conditions  for  himself  and  others. 

Fifteen  for  Funds  is  a  tradition  at  Illinois 
conventions.  Within  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
Federationists  pledged  nearly  three  thou- 
sand dollars  to  help  us  carry  on  our  work 
during  the  coming  year. 

The  co-ordinator  of  the  International 
Year  of  Disabled  Persons  spoke  about  atti- 
tudes concerning  the  handicapped.  She 
listened  with  interest  as  we  told  her  that 
the  time  for  special,  one-year  observances 
and  fancy  conferences  to  prioritize  issues 
has  passed  (if  such  things  were  ever  useful 
at  all).  The  NFB  has  been  working  to  make 
every  year  a  year  of  improved  conditions 
for  blind  people  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

The  final  item  on  the  Saturday  afternoon 
agenda  was  a  panel  on  rehabilitation  ser- 
vices.    Annette  Grove  of  Alternatives  for 
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the  Blind  in  Living  and  Employment  in  St. 
Louis  spoke  on  "What  an  Orientation 
Center  for  the  Blind  Should  Be."  Ralph 
Sanders  talked  about  the  relationship 
which  the  blind  should  have  with  agencies 
which  provide  service.  Those  who  deserve 
support  should  have  it;  those  who  don't 
shouldn't.  Mr.  Robert  Granzeier,  acting 
director  of  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Rehabilitation  Services,  talked  about  tight 
money  and  the  budget  crunch.  We  spoke 
with  Mr.  Granzeier  about  the  administra- 
tive decisions  which  have  been  made  that 
have  further  submerged  and  weakened 
services  to  bhnd  IlHnoisans. 

Just  before  the  Saturday  evening  ban- 
quet, we  were  saddened  to  learn  of  the 
death  of  Rev.  A.  A.  Finders,  the  father  of 
Ruth  Anne  Schaefer.  It  is  a  measure  of  the 
dedication  of  Ruth  Anne  and  Allen  that 
they  remained  at  the  head  table  throughout 
the  banquet.  Ralph  Sanders  spoke  from 
the  experiences  of  the  weekend  in  a  way 
which  Federationists  will  not  soon  forget. 
We  also  presented  a  charter  to  our  newest 
chapter,  the  NFBI  Sangamon  Valley  Chap- 
ter.     Cecelia    Ross  received  the  John  W. 


Myers  Scholarship  to  begin  studies  at  Loop 
College.  CeceUa  was  preparing  to  celebrate 
her  66th  birthday.  Representative  Woods 
Bowman  of  Chicago  received  the  1981 
NFBI  Legislative  Award.  We  also  heard 
from  state  Senator  Terry  Bruce. 

After  the  banquet,  Federationists  still 
had  the  stamina  to  bid  on  items  at  our 
annual  Midnight  Madness  Auction. 

Sunday  morning  was  filled  with  reports 
and  elections.  President  Steve  Benson 
chronicled  a  year  of  hard  work  and  impor- 
tant progress.  His  message  pointed  us  in 
the  direction  we  will  be  taking  for  the 
coming  year.  Two  board  positions  were 
filled.  Tom  Weglarz  of  Calumet  City  was 
re-elected.  Charlene  Elder  of  Springfield 
will  be  returning  to  the  Board.  Peter  Grun- 
wald  will  be  our  delegate  to  the  1982 
National  Convention  in  Minneapolis. 

The  bhnd  left  the  crossroads  with  a 
renewed  sense  of  purpose  and  dedication. 
It  is  clear  from  the  reaction  to  the  1981 
convention  that  our  1982  convention  in 
Bradley,  Illinois  will  be  even  bigger  and 
better. 


A  NEW  DAY-THE  OHIO  CONVENTION 

by  Paul  Dressell 


The  35th  annual  convention  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  Ohio 
was  held  October  23rd,  24th,  and  25th  in 
Dayton,  Ohio  at  the  Ramada  Inn.  This  was 
one  of  our  best  conventions  ever  and  fea- 
tured such  guests  as  Dick  Porter,  President 
NFB-West  Virginia  as  well  as  various  County 
officials  and  State  Legislators. 

Festivities  commenced  Friday  afternoon 
with  the  usual  opening  ceremonies.    In  his 


report  to  the  Convention,  President  Robert 
M.  Eschbach  elaborated  upon  the  theme  of 
the  convention:  A  New  Day.  President 
Eschbach  said,  "This  new  day  is  being 
heralded  by  increased  dependence  upon 
consumers  by  agencies,  which  formerly 
took  them  for  granted.  Agencies  are  having 
difficulty  in  adjusting  to  budget  cuts,  and  it 
is  incumbent  upon  Federationists  that  we 
be  selective  in  what  agencies  we  support." 
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The  Friday  afternoon  session  concluded 
with  updates  from  Carol  Heideman,  Cincin- 
nati Library,  and  Jacki  Goodin,  Cleveland 
Library. 

John  Gray,  Executive  Director  of  Pilot 
Dogs,  Inc.  gave  a  brief  history  of  his  organi- 
zation as  well  as  reaffirming  his  determina- 
tion not  to  seek  accreditation  from  NAC. 
A  resolution  commending  Pilot  Dog's  deci- 
sion not  to  accredit  with  NAC  was  subse- 
quently passed.  James  Gashel,  Director  of 
Governmental  Affairs,  brought  greetings 
from  Dr.  Jernigan  as  well  as  updating  us  on 
the  various  court  cases  in  which  we  have 

been  involved. 

Senator  Howard  J.  Metzenbaum  addres- 
sed the  Saturday  afternoon  session  of  the 
convention  and  promised  his  active  support 
with  respect  to  obtaining  minimum  wages 
for  blind  sheltered  shop  workers;  Senator 
Metzenbaum  also  promised  to  support  our 
voting  rights  bill.  After  Senator  Metzen- 
baum's  address,  a  panel  discussed  the  future 
of  rehabihtation  in  Ohio;  panel  members 
were:  James  Gashel,  Doris  Barcomb  (Dir- 
ector of  Bureau  of  Services  for  the  Visually 
Impaired),  James  Maury  (Attorney  for  the 
Vendors  Chapter  of  NFBO),  and  Paul  Dres- 
sell  (Consumer  member  of  the  Advisory 
Board  to  BSVI). 

The  Saturday  evening  banquet  was 
Mc'ed  by  Jo  Geiger,  who  did  an  excellent 
job  in  making  the  festivities  memorable. 
Omega  Federation  of  the  Blind  was  award- 


ed the  gavel  for  being  the  outstanding  affili- 
ate during  the  past  year,  and  Donovan  Evans 
was  honored  as  the  sighted  Federationist  of 
the  year  for  his  invaluable  assistance  to  the 
Vendors  Chapter  NFBO.  In  his  banquet 
address  which  could  have  been  entitled, 
"Of  books,  chairs  and  boxes,"  James  Gashel 
described  some  of  the  ridiculous  Uterature 
that  is  being  written  about  us  in  the  name 
of  "professionalism."  In  one  such  manual, 
there  is  a  step-by-step  description  of  how  a 
blind  person  should  negotiate  the  difficult 
task  of  sitting  in  a  chair.  Another  manual 
proposes  to  teach  the  concepts  of  up  and 
down,  front  and  back  and  right  and  left  by 
placing  a  blind  subject  in  a  wooden  box 
(not  a  coffin)  and  having  him  hsten  to  an 
array  of  bells  and  buzzers. 

The  final  session  on  Sunday  morning 
featured  a  speech  by  Congressman  Clarence 
(Bud)  Brown,  who  will  be  running  for 
Governor  in  1982.  He  promised  to  assist  us 
in  any  way  possible,  if  elected. 

Helen  Johnson  of  Toledo  and  Mike  Jus- 
tice of  Springfield  were  re-elected  to  two- 
year  terms  on  the  Executive  Committee. 

Next  year's  convention  will  be  held  in 
Akron.  All  of  us  left  Dayton  with  a  renewed 
sense  of  optimism,  for  we  reaUze  that  in 
spite  of  the  many  challenges  that  He  ahead, 
we,  the  bhnd  of  Ohio  as  well  as  America, 
are,  for  the  most  part,  better  off  for  this 
new  day  in  our  lives. 


COLORADO  CONVENTION 

by  Sandy  Kelly 


Tlie  27th  annual  convention  of  the  Na- 
tional Federation  of  the  Bhnd  of  Colorado 
was  held   in   Colorado   Springs,  Colorado 


September  16,  17,  and  18,  1981. 

Our   national   representative   was  Peggy 
Pinder,  whose  PAC  figures  encouraged  us 
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to  move  up  one  position  by  substantially 
increasing  our  contributions. 

Our  agenda  included  presentations  by 
the  director  of  the  Division  of  Vocational 
Rehabihtation,  the  director  of  Services  to 
the  Blind  and  Deaf,  and  personnel  from  the 
Colorado  School  for  the  Bhnd  and  Deaf. 

Our  education  of  bhnd  children  panel 
was  a  Saturday  afternoon  highlight.  Homer 
Page,  first  vice-president  of  the  NFBC,  Fred 
Schroeder  from  New  Mexico,  and  Anne 
Hayaslii,  the  parent  of  a  bhnd  child,  put 
our  philosophy  and  attitudes  about  bhnd- 
ness  in  action  in  the  education  process  of 
blind  children. 

At  the  banquet  Saturday  evening,  $1 ,000 
scholarships  were  presented  to  GaU  Hamil- 
ton, a  student  at  the  University  of  Colorado 


and  a  new  Federationist,  and  Vicki  Akin- 
tero,  a  student  at  the  University  of  Northern 
Colorado  from  Nigeria  whom  some  of  you 
may  have  met  at  our  last  national  conven- 
tion. 

Sunday  morning,  elections  resulted  in 
the  following:  Diane  McGeorge,  president; 
Homer  Page,  first  vice-president;  Virgil  Mir- 
acle, second  vice-president;  Sandy  Kelly, 
recording  secretary;  Judy  Dixon,  corres- 
ponding secretary;  one-year  board  position, 
Gail  Crowe;  two-year  board  positions,  John 
Duffy,  Grace  Tensley,  and  Peggy  Wood- 
ward. Diane  McGeorge  will  be  our  1982 
convention  delegate,  Sandy  Kelly  first 
alternate,  and  Don  Hudson  second  alter- 
nate. 


fOoccccccoocosceceocccoocccooeooooccocoscccccoQcocoscceoscoscoeosccoccccD 


RECIPES  OF  THE  MONTH 


PERSIMMON  PUDDING 

by  Hazel  Staley 


Ingredients:     1  pint  of  persimmon  pulp  and  peel  grated  together 

2  cups  sugar 

1  cup  aU-purpose  flour 

4  eggs 

1  stick  butter  or  margarine 

Vi  teaspoon  each  of  allspice,  nutmeg,  and  cinnamon 

1  large  can  condensed  milk 

Directions:  Cream  butter,  sugar,  and  eggs.  Beat  in  remaining  ingredients, 
adding  milk  last.  Bake  about  1  hour  in  9-inch  square  pan  or 
comparable  loaf  pan  at  375  degrees. 

May  add  coconut  or  1  medium  sweet  potato  grated  if  desired. 
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HONEYMOON  CAKE 

by  Beth  Bowen 


Ingredients:     1      box  Duncan  Hines  Butter  Recipe  Calce  Mix 
1      Large  can  crushed  Pineapple 
1      cup  sugar 

1      box  large  instant  Vanilla  pudding  mix 
Large  Cool  Whip 
Angel  Flake  Coconut 
Nuts 

Directions:  Cook  cake  mix  according  to  directions  in  a  13  x  9  pan.  Mix 
one  large  can  of  crushed  pineapple  and  one  cup  of  sugar  in 
bowl.  While  cake  is  still  hot,  punch  holes  in  cake  and  pour 
pineapple  and  sugar  mixture  over  top,  allowing  the  mixture  to 
run  into  the  holes.  Mix  one  large  box  of  instant  vanilla  pudding 
(following  directions  on  the  box),  spread  over  top  of  cake. 
Spread  cool  whip  over  top  of  this,  then  the  package  of  angel 
flake  coconut.  Top  with  nuts.  Refrigerate  over  night. 


MONITOR  MINIATURES  0  0  0  0  0  0 

O  McCraw  Appointment: 

Connie  McCraw  has  been  appointed  by 
the  Governor  of  Maryland  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Blind  Industries 
and  Services  of  Maryland,  which  is  headed 
by  Ralph  Sanders  and  which  is  the  principal 
service  agency  for  the  blind  of  the  state. 
Her  late  husband,  John  McCraw,  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  the  National  Feder- 
ation of  the  Blind  and  was  one  of  the  most 
loved  and  respected  members  of  the  organi- 
zation. He  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Blind  Industries  and  Services  of 
Maryland  from  1976  to  1978.  He  was,  of 
course,  also  the  President  of  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  Maryland  for 
many  years. 


D  From  the  Philomatheon  Society,  an  af- 
filiate of  the  National  Federation  of  the 
Blind  of  Ohio; 

Dear  Dr.  Jernigan: 

You  have  by  now,  no  doubt,  seen  the 
purse  alarm  which  the  Philomatheon  Society 
gave  Jim  Gashel  at  our  state  convention  in 
Dayton,  along  with  a  cassette  recording  of 
explanation  and  demonstration. 

We  feel  that  this  item  would  be  very  ad- 
vantageous to  many  bhnd  people.  It  retails 
in  this  area  for  S9.95.  We  can  offer  this 
item  to  NFB  affiliates  for  the  following 
prices:  $80.04  per  dozen,  $918.72  by  the 
gross.  These  prices  do  not  include  the 
three  penlite  batteries  which  are  required 
for  its  operation.  The  price  for  three  bat- 
teries is  75  <f  regardless  of  the  number  pur- 
chased.    These  prices  also  do  not  include 
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shipping  wliich  will  be  shipped  UPS,  the 
amount  being  added  to  your  invoice. 

For  further  information  contact:  Arthur 
Leading,  Vice  President,  PubUc  Relations 
Chairman,  Philomatheon  Society  of  the 
BHnd,  2810  Tuscarawas  Street  West,  Can- 
ton, Ohio  44108. 


D  Family  Weekly: 

Family  Weekly  is  a  magazine  supplement 
which  is  received  by  millions  of  people 
throughout  the  country  with  their  news- 
paper each  Sunday.  It  is  widely  read.  An 
indicator  of  the  growing  prestige  and  recog- 
nition of  the  Federation  can  be  found  in 
the  number  of  times  during  recent  months 
we  have  been  appearing  in  the  Sunday  sup- 
plement. One  of  its  prominent  features  is  a 
column  captioned  "Ask  Them  Yourself.'' 
The  December  6,  1981,  Family  Weekly 
carried  a  picture  of  President  Jemigan, 
along  with  the  following  text: 

FOR  KENNETH  JERNIGAN,  presi- 
dent. National  Federation  of  the  Blind 

Do  you  think  the  day  will  come 
when  blindness  will  no  longer  be  a 
threat  to  the  human  race?—L.V.,  De 
Pere,  Wis. 

•  Ironically,  medical  advances  have 
indirectly  led  to  an  increase  of  blind- 
ness. This  is  true  because  many  people 
with  conditions  which  would  formerly 
have  resulted  in  death  can  now  be 
saved.  Many  of  those  conditions  result 
in  blindness.  Diabetes,  for  instance, 
was  not  a  significant  cause  of  blind- 
ness before  the  1920's.  After  the  syn- 
thesis of  insulin,  diabetics  could  live 
and  have  children.  Today  diabetes  is 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  bUnd- 
ness,  and  since  it  is  inherited  and  very 
often  results  in   blindness,  blindness 


from  that  cause  is  increasing.  Tnere  is 
no  reasonable  hkehhood  that  blind- 
ness will  be  ehminated  in  the  foresee- 
able future. 


D  T-Shirts: 

The  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  Chapter 
of  the  NFB  is  selling  t-shirts  with  the  NFB 
logo.  In  Braille  above  the  logo  is  the  word 
"bhnd,"  and  in  print  below  the  logo  is  the 
word  "pride."  The  shirts  are  white  on 
black  and  royal  blue  on  white,  and  come  in 
Small,  Medium,  Large  and  Extra  Large. 
Individuals  may  order  the  shirts  at  S7.00 
each  plus  .50  postage  and  handling.  Chap- 
ters and  state  affiliates  who  wish  to  resell 
the  shirts  for  fundraising  purposes  may  buy 
them  in  quantity  at  special  discounts: 
S5.75  each  for  one  to  three  dozen,  S5.25 
each  for  four  to  six  dozen  and  S4.50  each 
for  seven  to  ten  dozen.  The  price  for  larger 
orders  may  be  negotiated.  In  order  to  assist 
other  Federationists'  fundraising,  the  Cam- 
bridge Chapter  is  not  charging  for  postage 
and  handhng  on  these  quantity  orders. 
Please  remit  in  advance,  by  check  payable 
to  "Cambridge  Chapter,  NFBM,"  and  allow 
four  to  six  weeks  for  delivery.  Send  orders 
and  information  requests  to  David  Ticchi, 
321  Harvard  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 
Don't  forget  to  specify  the  color,  quantity 
and  size  required  and  to  enclose  postage 
and  handhng  if  ordering  as  an  individual. 


n  From  Ophelia  Justice,  Meridian.  Missis- 
sippi: 

Bruce  Sellers,  President  of  the  Meridian 
Chapter  of  the  NFB  of  Mississippi,  and  his 
wife  Roxanne  are  proud  to  announce  the 
birth  of  their  son,  Vemice  Ray  Scott  Sellers. 
He  was  bom  on  November  12,  1981,  and 
weighs  eight  pounds,  ten  ounces. 
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n  From  Al  Sanchez: 

On  September  24,  the  Organized  BHnd 
of  South  Sound  (Olympia,  Washington), 
lield  its  elections.  The  new  officers  are:  Al 
Sanchez,  President;  Bob  Sellers,  Vice  Presi- 
dent; Penny  Sellers,  Secretary;  and  Becky 
Tiegen,  Treasurer. 

The  baby  boom  continues.  On  October 
17,  two  weeks  after  the  National  Federation 
of  the  Blind  of  Washington  convention,  the 
Robert  Sellers  became  proud  parents  of  a 
fine  baby  boy.  Little  Robert  Weston 
weighed  in  at  eight  pounds,  thirteen  and 
one-half  ounces,  and  measured  twenty-one 
inches  long.  Bob  and  Penny  have  been 
active  in  the  movement  for  many  years.  As 
of  this  writing,  httle  Bob  has  already  at- 
tended his  first  local  chapter  meeting. 


D  New  Arrivals: 

Dick  and  Pat  Davis  of  Iowa  announce 
the  arrival  of  their  daughter  Amanda  Joyce. 
She  was  born  at  7:03  a.m.,  December  6, 
1981.  She  weighed  seven  pounds,  eleven 
ounces,  and  was  nineteen  and  three-quarter 
inches  long.  All  are  doing  well.  Fred  and 
Cathy  Schroeder  announce  the  arrival  of 
Carrie  Ann.  She  was  bom  at  1:10  a.m., 
November  28,  1981.  She  weighed  seven 
pounds,  six  ounces,  and  was  twenty  and 
one-half  inches  long. 


D  Hospitalized: 

Harold  Reagan,  who  served  for  many 
years  as  President  of  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  the  Blind  of  Kentucky  and  is  a 
former  Board  Member  and  officer  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind,  suffered 
a  stroke  during  the  first  week  of  December. 
He  was  hospitahzed  in  Louisville,  but  we 
do  not  have  further  details.  Also,  Roger 
Ivie,  who  has  served  as  our  attorney  and 
colleague  through  the  years,  recently  under- 


went surgery  for  cancer  and  then  had  a 
stroke.  At  our  last  information  he  was 
hospitalized  in  Des  Moines. 


D  Deaths: 

They  called  him  big  Ray  Thorpe,  and  he 
deserved  the  name.  He  was  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  NFB  of  Indiana.  We  have 
just  received  word  of  his  death.  We  have 
also  received  word  of  the  death  of  Sam 
Chavez  of  New  Mexico.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Federation  for  many  years,  and 
those  who  remember  the  Civil  War  days  of 
the  late  1950's  will  remember  his  strong 
convictions  and  ringing  words  on  the  floor 
of  the  national  convention.  We  called  him 
"Senator"  Chavez  because  of  the  former 
Senator  from  New  Mexico  with  the  same 
name.  Big  Ray  and  Senator  Chavez— color- 
ful, individualistic,  and  proud  to  be  known 
as  Federationists.  Our  movement  will  be 
diminished  by  their  absence. 


D  Visits  National  Center: 

Tlie  Philadelphia  Chapter  of  the  National 
Federation  of  the  Blind  of  Pennsylvania 
visited  the  National  Center  for  the  Bhnd  in 
Baltimore  Saturday,  December  12,  1981. 
The  Chapter  chartered  a  bus  and  spent  the 
day  discussing  the  programs  and  touring 
the  facilities  at  the  Center. 


D  Moves  to  Minnesota: 

Judy  Sanders  is  moving  from  Baltimore 
to  Minneapolis  to  take  a  job  with  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of  Min- 
nesota. She  will  do  advocacy,  membership 
recruitment,  and  other  jobs  to  strengthen 
and  build  the  affiliate. 


66 


THE  BRAILLE  MONITOR 


D  Resigns: 

At  the  1981  national  convention  in 
Baltimore  Al  Evans  was  elected  to  a  second 
two-year  term  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind.  He 
was  President  of  the  National  Federation  of 
the  Blind  of  Massachusetts  and  Chairman 
of  the  national  Dog  Guide  Committee. 
Late  in  October  (because  of  health  prob- 
lems) Al  resigned  from  the  presidency  of 
the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
Massachusetts  and  also  from  the  national 
Board.  He  will  continue  to  be  active  in  the 
movement  and  as  dedicated  as  ever.  All  of 
us  hope  for  him  a  quick  and  full  recovery. 


D  Calendars: 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  Braille 
calendars  produced  by  the  American 
Brotherhood  for  the  Bhnd  are  the  best  that 
can  be  had.  They  are  available  free  on 
request  from:  American  Brotherhood  for 
the  Blind,  18440  Oxnard  Street,  Tarzana, 
California  91356. 


D  Separated  from  Service: 

For  a  time  Sue  Ammeter  was  President 
of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  of 
Washington.  Tliat  time  is  no  more.  For  a 
time  Sue  Ammeter  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  the  BUnd.    Tliat  time  is  no  more. 


More  recently  Sue  Altimeter  was  part  of 
the  administrative  staff  of  the  Washington 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind.  That  time 
is  no  more.  It  is  reported  that  she  was 
separated  from  the  service  on  or  about 
December  1 ,  1981 ,  and  that  she  now  works 
in  a  lesser  position  in  another  area  of  the 
Washington  state  government. 


D  Official  Observer: 

Bean  Hudson,  who  is  a  leader  of  the 
NFB  of  Arkansas  and  who  also  chairs  the 
Committee  on  the  Senior  Blind  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind,  was 
appointed  as  an  official  observer  to  attend 
the  White  House  Conference  on  Aging  held 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  in  late  November. 


D  Social  Service  Agencies: 

Under  date  of  October  24,  1981,  a  col- 
lege official  wrote  to  the  National  Office  of 
the  Federation  to  ask  for  certain  materials 
and  other  assistance  to  help  blind  students 
on  campus.  The  letter  concluded  by  saying: 
"Through  Mr.  Richard  Edlund  and  the 
Federation  we  have  received  guidance,  sup- 
port, and  reference  for  ourselves  and  our 
student.  My  experience  with  social  service 
agencies  was  so  frustrating  that  I  want  to 
express  my  own  appreciation  for  the  Feder- 
ation. Your  services  and  support  have  been 
invaluable." 


H  _  m 

-      O  1_ 

s  2  r- 

>  tn  r- 

73 


Q    55^ 


m 

a  Z 

^  H 

K  o 

°  73 


Z 

o 

z 

o 

_C 

Tl 

m 

"c 

C/l 

73 

1/1 

m 

O 

O 

7= 

O 
1/1 

-n 

z 

-1 

H 

O 

m 

Z 

> 
m 

75 

yi 

p 

> 

5 

u> 

-a 

Z 

00 

> 

N 

> 

O 

> 

o 

z 

